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had two brothers, and between them they had ten grown-up
sons, besides many daughters. Cosimo, foreseeing the enmity
of the Pazzi, had arranged a marriage between one of these
nephews of Jacopo de' Pazzi and his grand-daughter, Bianca,
Lorenzo's sister; but when the time came this did not protect
.Lorenzo from the Pazzi. When all the plans-of the conspira-
tors were ready the Archbishop- Salviati came to Florence
bringing with him Montesecco, a mercenary soldier in the
Pope's employ, who was to play the chief part in the murder,
and other conspirators. At the same time the young cardinal,
Rafaello Riario, also came to Florence, ostensibly on a visit
to Jacopo de' Pazzi, The cowardly Girolamo Riario, though
he was the chief author of the plot, and was to be the person
to benefit by it, took care to remain out of harm's way in
Rome.

Lorenzo and Giuliano were at the time staying at the
charming Medici villa a few miles out of Florence, on the
slope of the hill of Fiesole.37 Rafaello Riario and his retinue
stayed with Jacopo de' Pazzi at his neighbouring villa of
Laveggi. They were invited by the two Medici brothers to
a grand banquet to take place at the Medici villa on Sat-
urday, the 25th April. And the first plan formed by the
conspirators was to poison the two brothers at this banquet.
The entertainment took place, but Giuliano being indisposed
was unable to be present; so the plan fell through. The Pazzi
then told Lorenzo that the young Cardinal Riario was anx-
ious to see the treasures of the Medici Palace; upon which
Lorenzo invited him and his retinue to stay with him there
for the Sunday, when the cardinal intended being present
at High Mass in the cathedral. Whereupon the conspirators
laid the plan that after attending Mass and returning to the
Medici Palace for dinner, their two young hosts should be
murdered as they rose from the table. In accordance with
the above invitation the party removed to the Medici Pal-
ace, but on the Sunday morning it was found that though
Giuliano would be at Mass he was still too unwell to be at